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WHAT IS C T.ATMFin TS; 



An image managing apparatus for managing 
retrievable images ^ compr is ing : 

input ineans for inputting relevant information 
concerning eahh object in an image; and 

memory meank for storing the relevant information input 
by said input means\^in association with respective objects. 

2. An image managing apparatus according to claim 1/ 
wherein the relevant information includes at least one of a 
general name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a proper 
noun thereof, and a position thereof. 

3 . An image managing apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the relevant information includes information 
expressing a state of an object in an image. 



An image managing apparatus according to claim 1, 
whereinN:he relevant information is relationship information 
expressing^a relationship between one object in an image and 
another object, in the image. 

5. An image managing apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein a plurality of words can be specified as the 
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v6. An image managing apparatus according to claim 1, 
where^ said input means includes position designating means 
for designating a position of an object of interest in an 
image displayed on a display screen^ and display means for 

s^an input window used to input relevant 
information ^t the designated position. 



7. An imaoie managing apparatus according to claim 6, 
wherein the positaon designating means designates positions 
of two mutually-re\ated objects in an image. 

8. An image managing apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising retr\eval requirement input means for 
inputting requirements fc^t retrieval, and image retrieving 
means for retrieving imageSv that meet the requirements for 
retrieval input by said retr\eval requirement input means. 



9. An image managing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said input means inputs supplementary information 
including at least one of imaging-related information of an 
image, special object information th^eof, category 
information thereof, impression information thereof, time 
information thereof, place information tl;iereof, weather 
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information thereof, and event information thereof. 

lo\ An image retrieving apparatus for retrieving 
images , compr is ing : 

memory Haeans for storing objects contained in images in 
association with relevant information concerning the 
objects; \ 

retrieval req^rement input means for inputting 
requirements for retisJ.eval; and 

retrieving means ror retrieving images that meet the 
requirements for retrieval input by said retrieval 
requirement input means basved on the relevant information 
stored in said memory means 

11. An image retrieving apparatus according to claim 
10, wherein the relevant information includes at least one 
of a general name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a 
proper noun thereof, and a position thereof. 

12. An image retrieving apparatus according to claim 
10, wherein the relevant information includes information 
expressing a state of an object in an image. 



OVib PoJ • An image retrieving apparatus according to claim 
10, wher^n the relevant information is relationship 



Information expressing a relationship between one object in 
anVmage and another object in the image. 

14s. An image retrieving apparatus according to claim 
11, wherfein a plurality of words can be specified as the 
qualifier. \ 

15. An \mage retrieving apparatus according to claim 
10, further conrorising a position designating means for 
designating a position of an object of interest in an image 
displayed on a di^>lay screen, and display means for 
displaying an input^indow used to input relevant 
information at the designated position. 

16. An image retrieving apparatus according to claim 
15, wherein said position designating means designates 
positions of two mutually-related objects in an image. 

17. An image retrieving app^atus according to claim 
10, wherein said input means inputs Supplementary 
information including at least one of Njaaging-related 
information of an image, special object Information thereof, 
category information thereof, impression information thereof, 
time information thereof, place information ^ereof, weather 
information thereof, and event information thereof. 
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18. An image managing method for managing retrievable 
images, comprisrng: 

an input stepv of inputting relevant information 
concerning each object in an image; and 

a storage step orv storing the relevant information 
input in said input ste^ in association with respective 
objects . 

19. An image managing method according to claim 18, 
wherein the relevant information includes at least one of a 
general name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a proper 
noun thereof, and a position thereof. 

20. An image managing method according to claim 18, 
wherein the relevant information includes information 
expressing a state of an object in an image. 



An image managing method according to claim 18, 
wherein bhe relevant information is relationship information 
expressing \ relationship between one object in an image and 
another objects in the image. 



22. An imageXmanaging method according to claim 19, 
wherein a plurality <s)f words can be specified as the 
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quasLif ier . 

23\ An image managing method according to claim 18, 
wherein s\id input step includes a position designation step 
of designating a position of an object of interest in an 
image displayed on a display screen, and a display step of 
displaying an \nput window used to input relevant 
information at Ime designated position. 

24. An image managing method according to claim 23, 
wherein, in the position designation step, positions of two 
mutually-related objects are designated in an image. 

25. An image managing method according to claim 18, 
further comprising a retrieval requirement input step of 
inputting requirements for retrieval, and an image retrieval 
step of retrieving images that meet the requirements for 
retrieval input in said retrieval requirement input step. 

26. An image managing method according to claim 18, 
wherein, in said input step, supplementary information 
including at least one of imaging-related information of an 
image, special object information thereof \ category 
information thereof, impression inf oinnaationVthereof , time 
information thereof, place information thereof, weather 
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information thereof, and event information thereof is input. 

27. XAn image retrieving method for retrieving images, 
comprising X 

a storage step of storing objects contained in images 
in association \with relevant information concerning the 
objects; \ 

a retrieval rWuirement input step of inputting 
requirements for retrieval; and 

a retrieval step ^of retrieving images that meet the 
requirements for retrieval input in said retrieval 
requirement input step bateed on the stored relevant 
information. 



28. An image managing method according to claim 27, 
wherein the relevant information includes at least one of a 
general name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a proper 
noun thereof, and a position thereof. 



29. An image managing method according to claim 27, 
wherein the relevant information includes information 
expressing a state of an object in an image. 

An image managing method according to claim 27, 
wherein i:he relevant information is relationship information 
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ixpressing a relationship between one object in an image and 
another object in the image. 

11. An image managing method according to claim 28, 
whereik a plurality of words can be specified as the 
qualif ieV. 
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32. Ail image managing method according to claim 21 , 
further comprsising a position designation step of 
designating apposition of an object of interest in an image 
displayed on a clisplay screen, and a display step of 
displaying an input window used to input relevant 
information at theXdesignated position. 

33. An image managing method according to claim 32, 
wherein, in said positrpn designation step, positions of two 
mutually-related objects \are designated in an image. 



34. An image managingXmethod according to claim 27, 
wherein, in said storage stepu supplementary information 
including at least one of imaging-related information of an 
image, special object information thereof, category 
information thereof, impression information thereof, time 
information thereof, place information thereof, weather 
information thereof, and event inforitbtion thereof is stored, 
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3\. A storage medium in which is stored a program for 
implemeivting an image managing method for managing 
retrievabrte stored images, the program comprising: 

program\coded for an input step of inputting relevant 
information concerning each object in an image; and 

program coated for a storage step of storing the 
relevant informatjLon input in the input step in association 
with respective ob^tects stored in said storage medium • 

36. A storage medium according to claim 35, wherein 
the relevant information includes at least one of a general 
name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a proper noun 
thereof, and a position thereof. 

37. A storage medium according to claim 35, wherein 
the relevant information includes information expressing a 
state of an object in an image. 

jij^ S^. A storage medium according to claim 35, wherein 
the relevant information is relationship information 
expressingNa relationship between one object in an image and 
another objects in the image. 

39. A storage\nedium according to claim 36, wherein a 



pr^rality of words can be specified as the qualifier. 

4\). A storage medium according to claim 35, wherein 
said program coded for the input step includes program coded 
for a posYtion designation step of designating a position of 
an object osf interest in an image displayed on a display 
screen, and purogram coded for a display step of displaying 
an input windo^^r used to input relevant information at the 
designated position. 

41. A storageXmedium according to claim 40, wherein, 
in the position designation step, positions of two mutually- 
related objects are designated in an image. 

42. A storage medium, according to claim 35, wherein 
the program further compris>BS program coded for a retrieval 
requirement input step of inmitting requirements for 
retrieval, and program coded Tor an image retrieval step of 
retrieving images that meet theXrequirements for retrieval 
input in the retrieval requirement input step. 

43. A storage medium according \to claim 35, wherein, 
in the input step, supplementary information including at 
least one of imaging-related in format ioii of an image, 
special object information thereof, category information 
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theis;eof, impression information thereof^ time information 
thereof/ place information thereof ^ weather information 
thereof ,\and event information thereof is input. 



44. A s\orage medium in which is stored a program for 
implementing arK image retrieving method for retrieving 
stored images, the program comprising: 

program coded ^or a storage step of storing objects 
contained in images rn association with relevant information 
concerning the objects 

program coded for a Vetrieval requirement input step of 
inputting requirements f or ^retrieval ; and 

program coded for a retrieval step of retrieving images 
that meet the requirements f orxretrieval input at the 
retrieval requirement input step x?ased on the stored 
relevant information stored in saidN^torage medium. 



45. A storage medium according to claim 44, wherein 
the relevant information includes at least one of a general 
name of an object, a qualifier therefor, a proper noun 
thereof, and a position thereof. 

46. A storage medium according to claim 44, wherein 
the relevant information includes information expressing a 
state of an object in an image. 
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^ storage medium according to claim 44, wherein 
the relevant information is relationship information 
expressing a relationship between one object in an image and 
another objsect in the image. 

48. A stosfage medium according to claim 45, wherein a 
plurality of word^ can be specified as the qualifier, 
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49. A storage medium according to claim 44, wherein 
the program further cokprises program coded for a position 
designation step of designating a position of an object of 
interest in an image displayed on a display screen, and 
program coded for a display Vtep of displaying an input 
window used to input relevant \nformation at the designated 
position. 



50. A storage medium accordingXto claim 49, wherein, 
in the position designation step, posxtions of two mutually- 
related objects are designated in an imacie. 



51. A storage medium according to claiiB 44, wherein, 
in the storage step, supplementary inf ormatioiXincluding at 
least one of imaging-related information of an ila[iage, 
special object information thereof, category information 
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thereof /\impr ess ion information thereof^ time information 
thereof, pj^ace information thereof, weather information 
thereof, and^event information thereof is stored. 
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